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The  “SPADE”  is the newsletter of the Gardeners of Greater Cleveland founded on January 1, 1932 as the  
Men’s Garden Club of Cleveland. It’s editor is Vince Staffileno who may be reached at vrs1023@gmail.com  

or 440-479-7897. Visit our web site at http://www.gardenersofgreatercleveland.org.        

Our club is celebrating it’s 85th Anniverity this year. We were founded in 1932. 
 

February 13th Meeting 
Our February meeting will have Mr. Esmonde’s 

as our speaker.  His topic is “The History of the 
Botanical Garden”. His program is a power point 
program with a number of photos.  

Gary Esmonde has worked in libraries for over 20 
years.  Previously before that, he worked at Ohio 
State University in the glass repair and painting 
business.  Mr. Esmonde got his undergraduate 
degree at Ohio State and his master’s in library 
science at Kent State University.  He has worked 
primarily in public libraries, including being 
manager of the Willowick Public Library for six 
years.  He is currently the library director at the 
Cleveland Botanical Garden, overseeing a 
circulating collection of over 17,000 titles.   He 
resides in the city of Cleveland Heights. 
    

 Please call your team captain with your “Dinner 
Reservation” by Thursday January 5, 2017 

 

There will be a Board Meeting starting at 5:00 
PM on 2/13/2017 in the Penthouse. PLEASE BE 
PROMPT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Letter 

 

The last Saturday of January is National Seed Swap 

Day. While species irises grow true to seed and the 
Species Iris Group of North America has a seed 
exchange every year, my gardening specialty doesn’t 
lend itself to seed swapping.  There is a lot of rhizome 
swapping, and even some pollen swapping.  But when 
everything you grow is a hybrid and nothing comes true 
to seed, seed swapping just isn’t going to happen. 
  

So, in the dead of winter, a free seed swap event 
sounded like something different to explore.  And that is 
how on January 28th Sandra and I spent part of the 
afternoon feeling like we had fallen into the pages of a 
seed catalog at the Cleveland Seed Bank’s annual winter 
seed swap.  The fellowship area of historic St. John’s 
Episcopal Church (Church Ave near W 28th St) was 
packed with gardening people and seeds.   
  

Some of the seeds were in packets and looked like they 
had been rescued from last year’s supply at a local 
garden store while other seeds were obviously from 
someone’s garden here in the Cleveland area.  For 
example, there was a gallon ziplock bag full of Marigold 
seed heads called Marigold madness.  Apparently 
someone grew a lot of different kinds of Marigolds and 
just tossed the seed heads into a bag.  While people were 
asked to bring seeds to swap everyone could take some 
seeds to plant in the spring.   
  

Seed banks and seed swaps have both social and 
biological goals.  Seed banks and seed swaps are an 
inexpensive way to get seeds to grow food out into the 
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saving and sharing seeds is the best and sometimes the 
only way to grow the foods they were accustomed to in 
the old country.  In a way seeds are a suitcase to carry 
their culture with them.  Biologically, seed banks are 
often the only economical way to locally maintain 
heirloom plant varieties adapted to the area thus aiding 
crop diversity.   
  

Not too long ago the club had a presentation by Chris 
Kennedy from the Cleveland Seed Bank.  He talked 
about how to save and store seeds and touched a bit on 
the significance of doing so.  I am sure that some of our 
members are seed savers and others may be 
interested.  For more information the Cleveland Seed 
Bank web address is: 
http://www.clevelandseedbank.org/. It is well worth a 
look. 
 

Bob 

January Board Meeting 
The following are the minutes of the December Board 

Meeting:  
 

Treasurer's Report: Budget revised to show no deficit at 
year end. Revised budget was accepted by the board. Bob 
Pindell thanked Andy Kosiorek for his years of service as 
Treasurer. Currently 56 members have paid their dues and 
$536.00 in donation were received for the scholarship 
fund. 
 

President’s Remarks: Bob thanked all who worked on 
the outstanding Christmas party. 
 

Membership: Lou Pelton announced several new 
members. They are Joanne Blazek, John and Elizabeth 
Budnik, Marilyn McHugh and Chris Kennedy, and Jan 
Milic. He again encouraged all member to keep contact 
information current.  

Program: Kelly Barrett of CBG Green Corps will be the 
March speaker. 
 

Scholarship: Fred asked for an indication of what funds 
would be available for scholarships. 
 

Fund Raising: A chairperson is still needed for the May 
Plant Sale. This is needed within the next 30 days to give 
adequate time for planning the event. 
 
85th Anniversary 2017 Committee: Joyce Nesbit 
reported that plans are progressing.  The date of the affair 
has been set as August 22nd at the Dunham Tavern. The 
club history is being updated. Notes will appear on a 
monthly basis in the SPADE. 
 

Service Projects: The raised bed planting at the VA 
Hospital will take place in May. 
 

Willott Iris Garden: The Iris Garden has been mapped 
and the data entered into a data base of plants. 
 

TGOA: Tom Davis encouraged members to take 
advantage of the early bird special of $240 for the 
National Convention if made by March 1. A day rate will 
be available. Tom encouraged our members to attend the 
Friday program and stay overnight for the Saturday 
events.  
 

TGOA, MGCA, and CGLG: Tom Davis noted that our 
National offers a number of awards each year. We should 
think about nominations for Gardening from the Heart 
and Newsletter awards. 
 

CBG/Holden: Jane Davis urged members to take 
advantage of classes being offered at Holden and CBG. 
They are noted in the HFG’s publication found on line. 
GLOW was a big success 
 

Other Business: Larry Kell reported no success in 
finding a member to fill the 2nd VP position. Efforts are 
on-going to complete library donation for John Latham 
and John Hardacre. 
 

Club History Notes 
 

Accomplishments are usually not effected by 

unpremeditated, spontaneous accident but through 
preserving application to an idea. Four men who had an 
intense interest in horticulture ; Earl Newton, George 
Buehler, R. D. Clark and Warren Strong frequently met 
for lunch in downtown Cleveland and discussed 
gardening.  

They began this activity in the late 1920’s. Then when 
they heard of the formation of Men’s Garden Club of 
America this quartet organized the Business Men’s 
Garden Club of Cleveland and applied for membership.  

This was granted on November 2, 1932. Earl Newton 
acted as chairman and the following men were elected to 
serve as the initial officers of the club; E. V. Newton, 
President, R. D. Clark vice-president; and G. F. Buehler, 
secretary-treasurer.  

This group became one of the first to organize under the 
Men’s Garden Club of America. Thus began our 85 years 
of service to our members and to Greater Cleveland 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 
 

 
January 28 – March 5 – Orchid Mania at CBG. See article.  
March 10, 2017 – Herbal Symposium presented by the Western 
Reserve Herb Society at CBG.  For more information go to 
www.westernreserveherbsociety.org 
 

Dinner Menu 

 

                     The Dinner Menu: 
 

Garden Salad, 
 Roast Beef w/Mushroom and Onion Gravy, Whipped 

Potatoes and Baby Carrots 
 

Vegetarian Option 
 

Broccoli Cheese Stuffed Sweet Potato 

If you wish a Vegetarian dinner please advise your 
team captain to order it. 

 

Coffee and Cookies will be served in the Penthouse 

Dinner Responsibilities 
Lou Pelton is responsible for giving Bratenahl 1 our 

reservations for dinner. This he does by Saturday morning 
to give their Chef adequate time to order food. Please call 
your team captain and let him know if you are coming to 
dinner by the Thursday prior to the meeting. 

Below is the list of Team Captains and their phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses. 

TEAM CAPTAINS - TELEPHONE & E-MAIL  
TEAM 1 LOU PELTON                     440-666-6695 
          LOUPELTON305@GMAIL.COM 
TEAM 2 LOU DRASLER              216-481-6854 
 LOUIS.DRASLER@GMAIL.COM                           
TEAM 3 Z. HAROLD DAVIS JR.   216-283-7111 
TEAM 4 FRED BURKHALTER                440-526-2888 
 K1200RSL@AOL.COM 
TEAM 5 KEITH BEIHL                440-237-5824 
TEAM 6 RON HARTMILLER       216-671-1408 
 R_HARTMILLER@YAHOO.COM      
TEAM 7 JANE DAVIS   440-498-0472 

 TSD123@ROADRUNNER.COM8                                                  
TEAM 8 CATHERINE ROSS                   216-970-2854   
                ESTROGEN05@YAHOO.COM 
TEAM 9 DEBORAH KRAMARZ  216-731-6324 
 DEBORAHKRAMARZ@AOL.COM 
 

Orchid Show 
 

 
Show events presented by the  

Greater Cleveland Orchid Society. 
SATURDAY 2/18/2017 

12:30 – 1:15pm – Lecture/Demo by Mark Druckenbrod 
on “What is an Orchid”. 

1:15 – 2;00pm – Private Guided Walking Tour of the 
Judged Show Led by Robert Petersen. 

2:00 – 2:45pm – General Orchid Care and Watering by 
Edgar Stehli 

SUNDAY 2/19/2017 

1:00 – 1:45pm – Lecture/Demo by Mark Druckenbrod on 
“What is an Orchid”. 

1:45 – 2:30pm – Private Guided Walking Tour of the 
Judged Show Led by Robert Petersen. 

2:30 – 3:15pm – General Orchid Care and Watering by 
Edgar Stehli 

Stop by their Membership Table for information 
about the Greater Cleveland Orchid Society. Join and 
receive a free Orchid. 

Annual family membership is $25.00 
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Annual Convention of 
TGOA/MGC 

 

The Gardeners of America/Men’s Garden 
Clubs of America 

Annual Convention 

July 19 – 21, 2017 

Cleveland Airport Marriott Hotel 

The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland is a member club 

of the national organization “The Gardeners of 
America/Men’s Garden Clubs of America.”  Membership 
in the national club provides our club with a beneficial 
relationship with similar clubs nationwide, access to 
gardening information, access to the American 
Horticulture Society and certification of horticulture show 
judges.  The national organization holds an annual 
convention to elect officers, approve necessary business, 
tour gardens and present educational seminars on 
gardening. 

For the first time since 1936, the convention will be held 
this year in Cleveland, OH.  The Gardeners of Greater 
Akron, The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland and the 
Men’s Garden Club of Youngstown will be the 
sponsoring clubs for this event.  The location will be the 
Cleveland Airport Marriott located on W. 150th St. near I-
71.  The hotel is excellent and our special rate ($94/night 
or $35 better than best corporate rate) includes free Wi-Fi 
and free parking.   

There will never be a better opportunity to participate in 
a national convention!  We urge you to consider a 
“Staycation” right here in Cleveland this summer.  Our 
own Larry Kell is organizing a tour of outstanding 
gardening locations in and around Cleveland.  We have 
organized some outstanding seminars by local garden 
leaders including Mark Occhionero from our club.  There 
will be a Horticulture Show at the convention.  Make 
plans to submit an entry from your garden. 
 
Please consider attending the convention!  This is a 
golden opportunity to see the National Club in action, to 
meet gardeners from all over the USA, to get ideas for 
your garden and for our club, and experience one of the 
top hotels in Cleveland at an attractive price. 

Please see the attached registrations forms for the 
convention and the hotel.  You can direct questions to 
Larry Kell or Tom Davis.   

We hope to see many of our members there! 

 Lowe’s Orchid Show 
Orchid Show and Sale 

January 28th - February 26th  

     Be invigorated as you envelop yourself in a lush 
surrounding of tropical plants... observe the beauty of 
colorful flowers and consume the spring-like perfume of 
greenery, earth and growth.  

-  Blooming orchids, fragrant citrus, stately palms, giant 
trees and so much more. 

-  Special prices on orchids and houseplants 
-  Scavenger hunt for kids every weekend 
-  Weekly classes and workshops (click here for details) 

     Come see a large display of tropical plants for the 
entire year! 

     Click here to learn more about how plants improve the 
quality of household air by removing harmful toxins. 

Lowe's Greenhouse & Gift Shop, 
16540 Chillicothe Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 44023 

(Jeff Griff, President of Lowe’s Greenhouse has been a 
speaker at the GoGC in the past, and will be a speaker at 
the National Convention in July.) 

Herbs for Health and  
Well Being 

An Herbal Symposium will be presented be the 

Western Reserve Herb Society at the Cleveland Botanical 
Garden on March 10, 2017. The times are 9am to 4pm and 
5pm to 8pm. 

The day portion of the symposium features noted garden 
speaker and writer, Kirk Brown, who will personify John 
Bartram: American Medical Herbalist. Other speakers 
include: Clem Hamilton, Herbals in History: Botany, 
Philosophy and Daily Life, Cynthia Druckenbrod, 
Historical Medicinal Gardens, Karen Kennedy, 
Designing an “Enabling” Herb Garden, and Beth 
Schreibman Gehring, Creating a Personal Herbal Retreat. 
Beth will guide attendees as they make an herbal spa 
product to take home. 

The evening portion of the program will again feature 
Kirk Brown who this time will speak on Olmsted: Urban 
Parks and the Health of a Nation. Learn about the Olmsted 
firm’s connection to Cleveland’s Metro Parks and Fine 
Arts Garden. Will Hollingsworth, owner of the Spotted 
Owl, will entice you to explore the Italian herbal liqueur, 
Amaro in Amaro: a Trip across Italy's Herbal Landscape. 
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A cocktail party will conclude the day’s activities and will 
give guests an opportunity to mingle with the symposium 
speakers and enjoy Will’s Amaro creation. 

Cost: Full Symposium– Cleveland Botanical Gardens and 
Holden Arboretum Members-$80; Non-members $105 
Day Program-Cleveland Botanical Gardens and Holden 
Arboretum Members-$50; Non-members $75 (Includes 
an herbal box lunch and beverage service) 

Evening Program-Cleveland Botanical Gardens and 
Holden Arboretum Members-$35; Non-members-$50 
(Includes a cash bar with herbal cocktails and appetizers) 
Register for the Symposium through Cleveland Botanical 
Garden: Online after January 6 www.cbgarden.org or call 
216-721-1600, ext. 100. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Western Reserve Herb Society: Kathleen Gips, 
public_relations@westernreserveherbsociety.org 
(440)247-5039 Beth Schreibman Gehring, 
speakers@westernreserveherbsociety.org (216)496-1479 

 

Seed Starting 
Seed starting can be a very rewarding and economic 

activity while the most specific reward is being able to 
grow those plants which are not available at the local 
gardens shops. 

Different seeds require different germination times and so 
care to obtain this information from the seed package so 
you do not start them too early or too late. 

Containers – Most any container that is approximately 3” 
deep with hole in the bottom will do. There are also many 
types of containers to be found in box stores and garden 
shops. 

Medium - It is best to use a seed starting medium that is 
found in box stores and garden shops.  

Temperature – Generally seeds like to start their 
germination warm and as they mature they like to be a 
little cooler. Bottom heat is a great help and will reduce 
the initial germination time by about half. 

Moisture – Seeds need to be constantly moist to 
germinate. The growing mixture cannot be allowed to dry 
out. Moisten the growing mixture before sowing and after 
sowing water with a fine spray or from the bottom. 

Light – Seed starting must have adequate light. Seedlings 
need 14-16 hours of light on a constant basis. Without this 
the success will be marginal. The 8 hours of darkness is 
also important. Deah Stark began using LED lighting last 
year and found this a great improvement in the quality of 

her plants. These light tubes which fit a standard four foot 
florescent fixture can be obtain at a box store. 

Transplanting – A Styrofoam cup is ideal for this. One 
seedling is placed in each cup and the name transferred to 
the side of the cup. Again water in the same way as you 
would the germinating containers. Again take care not to 
allow the soil to dry out or to get too wet. 

Fertilizing - After transplanting fertilize with a half 
strength balanced fertilizer once a week. 

Hardening Off – This is basically getting your plant 
ready to plant in the garden. At least one week before the 
plants are to be placed in the ground they need to get used 
to the sun. A cold frame is best. However, I have found 
that placing them on your porch where they are sheltered 
can also do this. Keeping them sheltered and out of the 
hot sun is the important thing. 

Garden club members you can talk with about this are 
Deah Stark, Chuck Evans, Keith Beal and Vince 
Staffileno. Each will be happy to share their experiences 
with you. 

Garden Tips 
 

 

Double knock out® rose 
rosa ‘RADtko’ 

Double Knock Out could be the perfect landscape rose. 
These 3 1/2-in., double fluorescent cherry-red flowers 
bloom from late spring to frost and never need 
deadheading. And like its cousin, the original Knock Out, 
this rose is drought-tolerant, self-cleaning and won’t 
succumb to blackspot.  

With its hint of spicy scent, Double Knock Out is about 
as maintenance-free as it could be. It’s almost constantly 
covered in blooms — about five flowers in a cluster and 
25 clusters on each branch. In fall the foliage turns rich 
purple with subtle maroon undertones. 
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With its hint of spicy scent, Double Knock Out is about 
as maintenance-free as it could be. It’s almost constantly 
covered in blooms — about five flowers in a cluster and 
25 clusters on each branch. In fall the foliage turns rich 
purple with subtle maroon undertones. 

TYPE Perennial SIZE 36 in. tall and wide BLOOM 
Cherry-red from late spring to frost LIGHT Full sun 
SOIL Moist, well-drained PESTS None serious 
HARDINESS Cold: USDA zones 4 to 9; Heat: AHS 
zones 9 to 1 

 

Field bindweed  
Convolvulus arvensis  

Don’t let this morning glory lookalike fool you — it will 
take over your garden if you let it.  

IDENTIFICATION — Native to Europe and Asia, field 
bindweed is a perennial with arrowhead-shaped dark-
green leaves along a vine 1 to 4 ft. long. White, pink or 
pink and white, 1-in. trumpet-shaped flowers bloom in 
spring in the South and by midsummer in Northern 
gardens. Twining up through other plants or along the 
ground, field bindweed creates large islands as more 
stems sprout along the fibrous, horizontal root system. In 
addition, roots can reach 10 to 20 ft. below the surface. As 
if the deep roots weren’t enough, bindweed reproduces by 
seed, too.  

FAVORITE CONDITIONS — Field bindweed grows 
throughout most of the United States and Canada, except 
for the southernmost parts of the Southeast, southern 
Texas, New Mexico and southern Arizona. This weed 
isn’t picky about soil and grows in anything from loam to 
heavy clay. You’ll see it in gardens, ditches, along 
roadsides or any open area in full sun. 

CONTROL — The key to beating this pest is to deprive 
the roots of nourishment as much as possible. It’s not 
easy, but persistence pays off. Apply a glyphosate 
herbicide, such as Roundup®, to mature plants before 
they set seed. Unfortunately, repeat applications are 
usually necessary. Be careful using this systemic 

herbicide around the garden plants you want to keep — 
it’ll kill them, too.  

You can also try digging the roots out. Dig down at least 
6 in. and 3 or 4 in. out from the main rhizome. Use a 
digging fork rather than a spade to avoid breaking up the 
roots. Dispose of the plants in the garbage. Then cover the 
area with landscape fabric or a 3- to 4-in.-thick layer of 
mulch to discourage resprouting. No matter what method 
you choose, keep the flowers clipped to prevent seeds 
from forming. One plant may produce up to 550 seeds, 
which can remain viable in the soil for 50 years 

Tea Trivia 
 

1650.  Although tea originate in China around 3000 BC 
American Colonists did not drink a drop until it arrived in 
New York 

. 

1773.  The Boston /Tea Party sparked our revolution 
 

1904.  Samples of tea were poured over ice on a hot day 
at the World’s Fair and the new beverage was a popular 
attractions. 
 

1908.  Thomas Sullivan packaged individual portions of 
tea in paper wrappers creating mess-free ‘tea bags’. 
 

2008.   Tea, the world’s second most popular beverage, 
behind coffee, is celebrated for its healthy supply of 
antioxidants. 
 

The following herbs may be used to make a cup of tea – 
peppermint, lemon verbena and chamomile. Use basil, 
rosemary and sage as flavor boosters. To brew a cup use 
1 teaspoon of herbs to 6-8 oz. of water. Heat the water 
until steaming and add to the herbs and allow to steep for 
3 – 5 minutes  

From ‘The Greenhorn’ Newsletter of the Mansfield 
Men’s Garden Club 
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   Gardeners of Greater 
Cleveland  

 
The Gardeners of Greater Cleveland (GOGC) is an 
organization of men and women who have joined 
together to learn about gardening as well as to share 
their experiences and enjoyment of gardening with 
others and with their community. Their meetings are: 

WHEN --   Second Monday of each month                                      
           September through June        

WHERE –     1 Bratenahl Place, Bratenahl, OH 
TIMES -            Social Hour  6:00 PM 
  Dinner   6:45 PM 
  In the 1st Floor Arancini’s Restaurant 
  Meeting  7:45 
                           

GOGC Executive Board 
CLUB OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT     BOB PINDELL 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT   DAVE DAWSON 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT       0PEN 
SECRETARY   JODITH JANES                                 
TREASURER   JOHN BUDNIK 
ASS’T TREASURER   DAVE DAWSON 
 

DIRECTORS 
DAVE DAWSON (17)                                   DEB KRAMARZ (17)  
BILL NOVAK (17)                   JANE DAVIS (18)            
JOYCE NESBIT (18)                                   RON HARTMILLER (18) 
JULIE HENRY (19)                  JONNY PRELL (19) 
VINCE STAFFILENO (19) 
 

GOGC Committees & Chairs 
STANDING COMMITTEES (PER BY-LAWS) 
 

FUND RAISING   OPEN 
FINANCE    ROBERT PINDELL 
MEMBERSHIP                     LOU PELTON 
PROGRAM   KATHY KOSIOREK  
PUBLICITY   CATHY ROSS 
 

OTHER COMMITTEES 
 

AWARDS    FRED ROBINSON 
CLEVELAND BOTANICAL  JANE DAVIS 
HISTORIAN   OPEN 
GARDEN SHOWS   BOB PINDELL 
NEWSLETTER –                 VINCE STAFFILENO 
PLANT SALES 
   MAY -                                            OPEN 
   BULBS – SEPTEMBER  PAT BOGGINS 
SCHOLARSHIP   FRED ROBINSON 
TELEPHONE   LOU PELTON 
WELLNESS & MEMORIALS      VINCE STAFFILENO 
 

Musings 

 

Be My Valentine 
 

Please be my valentine 
 
I will open the door 
I will take your coat for you 
I will let you have the remote 
 
I will let you touch my phone 
I will let you choose the hotel 
I will let you pick my clothes 
 
I will hold your hand as we walk 
I will pull your chair for you 
I will let you order first 
 
I will look you in the eyes 
I will take your hand into mine 
I will make sure you smile 
 
Then I will let you pay the bill 
 
Elver B 
 
 

Simple and True 
 
This is the love I have for you 
One – Cannot be undone 
Two – Oh boy do I love you! 
Three – just you and me 
Four – please don’t close the door 
Five – you make me feel alive 
Six – let get hitched! 
Seven – oh I’m in heaven! 
Eight – please don’t make me wait 
Nine – be mine 
Ten – we can! Oh say can’t you see? 
My heart beats with glee! 
 
Beverly C. Kessinger 

- 
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Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and 
warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and  
for a talk beside the fire:  it is the time for home.  
             Edith Stillwell 

I don't understand why Cupid was chosen to 
represent Valentine's Day.  When I think 
about romance, the last thing on my mind is 
a short, chubby toddler coming at me with a 
weapon.   

                                                    Author Unknown 

 

Anyone can catch your eye, but it takes 
someone special to catch your heart.   

                                                    Author Unknown 

 

Who, being loved, is poor?   

                                     Oscar Wilde 

 
Grow old with me!  The best is yet to be.   

                                               Robert Browning 
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